Pierce Creek Civil War Weekend

Rules & Regulations
Parking and Traffic


No vehicles other than event staff vehicles are permitted on the premises during the event.  ALL vehicles must be in the designated parking areas no later than 8:00AM on Saturday.  PLEASE keep your vehicles locked at all times.

Camps

Quiet hours are from 11:00PM each night until 6:00AM.  From 6:00AM to 7:00AM, units may start their daily routine, as well as commence any of the following:  Breakfast, camp inspection, reveille, morning roll call & muster.  After 7:00AM, camps will be in full swing, and normal noises will apply.

Fires on Company streets will not be left unattended at any time.  All fire pits must have water buckets by them at all times.  Please save the sod you remove to make your fire pit and replace it at the conclusion of the event.

If you bring a dog to the event, it must be kept under control and on a leash of no more than 6 feet at all times.  Please make sure that your leash is of leather or rope; no synthetic strap leashes allowed.  Also, you must provide proof of current Rabies vaccination in order for your animal to be allowed on event grounds.  You must clean up after your animal.  

All trash is to be bagged and left at designated areas at the close of the event.  We will provide you with 2 bags for this at the time of Registration.  Please keep bags out of sight.  Please protect your personal property.  Maintaining security within the company streets is the responsibility of the individual unit commanders.  

A provost marshal will be required from every unit consisting of more than 20 rifles.  If your unit has less than this amount, you will be assigned a provost.  In addition, we will require a provost for each Mounted Cavalry camp, and each Artillery camp.  Units with less than 10 rifles may be required to share a company street, and be brigaded with other units.  This will be determined before the event, and finalized camp layouts will be listed at the registration tent.

Registration

Registration will be closed as of 12:00PM (Noon) on Saturday.  If you are unable to make it to the event prior to this time, you must make arrangements in advance with Joe Temple or Rich Gow at the following numbers:  Joe - 607-239-5343     Rich – 607-724-6059.  After Wednesday, all calls should go to Rich Gow, as Joe will already be on-site.

Authenticity

Camp equipment visible to the public should be period in appearance.  No tarps, coolers, air mattresses, or sleeping bags should be visible.  If you are drinking non-period beverages, please use period cups or muckets for this.  Please don’t drink canned sodas in view of the public.  If you smoke, please use a pipe or cigar.  Cigarettes were considered feminine.  There will be no smoking in the ranks or around the artillery.

Please be as close to period in uniform fabrics as is possible.  No synthetics unless there is a medical reason you are unable to wear period fabrics.  Footwear should be brogans or boots correct to the period.  If you must wear non-period footwear such as combat boots (black only), please wear gaiters to cover them and appear more consistent to the period.
Eyewear should be as close to period as possible.  No sunglasses unless medical documentation provided in advance.

Canteens should be of wood, tin, or steel with wool covers if appropriate. No glass or plastic containers allowed on the field.  Canteens will be inspected for fullness prior to going on the battlefield for drill or battle.  Violation of this rule will result in disciplinary action being undertaken at the battalion level.

Participation

Committee members are the final authority on enforcing event rules.  This is mainly to prevent friction between any units and their command structure; as well as to have only 1 group deciding whether a rule has been followed or not.  Our house, our rules.  All children are the responsibility of their parents.  Please be responsible with monitoring your children.  All Battalion Commanders, Company Commanders, and field Safety Officers for Infantry, Cavalry, & Artillery will attend all officers’ meetings at the Command tent area.  All mounted troopers are required to present a copy of the current Coggins certificate to their Chief of Cavalry.  Failure to present the Coggins certificate will result in the mount not being allowed on the property.  Close fighting, or saber-to-saber fighting, will not be allowed unless rehearsed and approved prior to the battle.  In addition, no taking of any flags unless prearranged and accepted by all units involved.  

There is to be no foul language used on the field or in the camps.  The public will be present throughout the event, and there will always be children nearby who have ears.  Any violation of this rule will result in your immediate removal from the event.   
Due to the nature of this event, the posting of Pickets are recommended for all camps from 8:00AM to 10:00PM daily.  Tactical attacks may commence after 6:00PM on Friday evening, and will be allowed on all battlefield areas and includes raiding of camps.  All participants are encouraged to be ready to repel attackers from their camp areas.
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You are requested to remain in period dress throughout the weekend from 8:00AM Saturday until the end of the battle on Sunday if possible.  The public will be here all weekend.  Your help with the accurate period impression of our event would be greatly appreciated.  The woods bordering the event grounds are off limits except to military personnel.  This is for your safety.  No one under the age of 14 is permitted to carry a weapon, work on an artillery crew, or be mounted as a cavalry trooper.  No one under the age of 12 may be used on the field as a color bearer or runner.  Exceptions may be considered by overall Event Command.

Due to their use of the water, the Navy units have requested that everyone stay out of the water.  In addition, the Land Owner has also requested this.  Violate this request and be kicked out of the event.
Weapons and Equipment

Rifles, Muskets, and Carbines

Only weapons appropriate to the period will be allowed.  No modern weapons.  All weapons will be clean, maintained, and free of obstructions.  All nipples will be checked for deformity and cracking, as well as tightness and seating within the weapon.  We have Sutlers on site that carry these items, and would be happy to replace them for you for your own safety.  All weapons will be inspected prior to being allowed on the battlefield.  No fixing of bayonets allowed.  The only exception is for stacking of arms within camp.  No tompions permitted on the battlefield at any time.  No wonder wads allowed.  No staples, tape, or penny wrappers should be used in the making of cartridges.  


Pistols

Pistols should only be carried by Officers, NCOs, Cavalry Troopers, Artillery Crews, and Command Staff Officers.  This includes CWHF Officers who wish to participate on the field if approved by Military Command.  Except for Cavalry, nobody should carry more than 2 pistols.  All pistols should be carried in a period correct holster with a flap that may be fastened to secure the weapon.  Spare cylinders must be carried in a proper, period leather case.  They should not be carried loosely in a haversack or in your coat.

Swords, Sabers, and Knives

Only period correct swords or cavalry sabers should be used.  They should be in good serviceable condition with minimal corrosion.  This is for your safety.  All swords/sabers must be worn on proper military sword belts, or slung from the saddle if applicable for mounted troopers.  No Bowie knives will be allowed on the battlefield.  This is for safety reasons.  Any weapon that is grounded must undergo a thorough safety inspection prior to reuse.

General Weapon Safety

Any weapon that misfires or fails on the field must be checked before it may be used again.  A Company Sgt. will take the weapon and retire 10 paces and try to clear it.  If unable to clear, the weapon must not be used for the remainder of the battle.  No live ammunition is to be carried; period.  If you are displaying live rounds within camp to the public, keep this completely separate from your gear that you take to the field.  No ramrods will be drawn on the field by soldiers.  The only exception is for use by a Sgt. to attempt to clear the weapon for reuse after a misfire.

All weapons are to be treated as if loaded at all times. Any weapon that “hits” the ground is considered to be grounded and must be rechecked prior to resuming use on the battlefield.  Do not take a hit with a loaded weapon.  When taking a hit, be aware of your surroundings and consider the safety of others when you take your fall.  No smoking in the ranks.  Black powder is flammable; after all.  No firing at troops once they are under 30 feet away.  Maintain elevation when firing.  Do not fire upon mounted troops at fewer than 50 feet, and never fire directly at a horse.

All weapons will be cleared on the field prior to returning to camp.  This will usually be done as a unit at Battalion level.  There will be no hand-to-hand combat unless pre-arranged, and approved by the event Command.
Artillery

At no time may opposing troops fire their weapons within 25 feet of an artillery piece or limber.  No one may touch an artillery piece without the permission of the crew for that piece.  No smoking within 25 feet of any artillery piece.

All gun crews must use proper signals for misfires or loaded gun.  All officers and NCOs must be aware of what different artillery signals mean; and act accordingly.  No charging of artillery pieces allowed.  No firing of artillery pieces when troops are within the danger zone.

All artillery units will take their orders from the Chief of Artillery for Federal or Confederate Command.  Independent fire is only to be used on order of the Chief of Artillery. 

There is NO SWIMMING allowed in the lake at any time!!!!!!!!!
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